
1 

 Year 2021, No. 2 

Monticello Area Historical Society News 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 

MAHS Board of Directors  

President - Mary Davis  

Vice-Pres. - Nancy Rufener  

Secretary - Sue Rieder  

Treas. - Karen Brugger  

Member - John Casey  

Member - Don Kubly 

Member - Hans Sulzer  

Coordinators  

Docents - Kay & Bill Dickson  

Programs - Paul Rieder  

Newsletter - Jules Cappelle  

Window Display—May Burgy 

Membership - Carol Schultz  

Collection Archivist 

Jules Cappelle 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com 

xxxxxxxxx, 

Museum Open  

Saturdays May thru October 

 from 10 am - 2 pm  

Our docent coordinators Bill & 

Kay Dickson welcome all 

volunteers. Call them at 938-

4315.  

Inside: 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

The dead flies have been sucked out of the windows, the furnace filters 

are changed, the elevator carpet has been vacuumed and our doors 

are Open on Saturdays from 10-2. Thank-you, Kay and Bill Dickson for 

so quickly lining up docents to greet our visitors. Early response has 

been good, but we need more volunteers for the mid-summer and into 

fall. The Monticello Lions Club has gratefully enjoyed using our building 

for meetings these past few months. They have given us a monetary 

donation and sweat-equity in painting our rear outside stairs. Glad we 

could help each other! Freitag Financial donated a used computer to 

replace our vintage one. Thank-you, Kay, for bringing us up to speed! 

Several recent visitors have praised our website – how much info is 

there and how much they enjoy using it. Take a look! The board of 

directors is planning a general, “annual”, belated 25th anniversary, 

membership meeting in the fall. We must address a new slate of board 

members since our last election. Watch for details and be considering 

what you can offer our society. We welcome ideas for future displays, 

docent volunteers, oral histories, and sorting and cataloging help. 

Thanks for all your support; it is necessary and appreciated!  

Mary Davis, (still) President  

 

Monticello  
is 175! 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Monticello Area Historical Society is the acquisi-

tion, documentation, preservation and exhibition of artifacts relating 

to the history and culture of the Monticello area.  This collection will 

be located in our museum, the former Woelffer Drug Store on Main 

Street in Monticello, Wisconsin.   

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Monticello Area Historical Society strives to promote an interest 

in the uniqueness of the Monticello area by collecting and displaying 

artifacts that tell our community history. We further endeavor to en-

rich the community by connecting them to the past and saving the 

present to enhance the future.  

Changes are taking place on Main Street.   Inter-

esting to see “Casino” painted on window. 

Prom and Concert 1959 

Monticello Messenger April 7, 1921  
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"Monticello Is Minus A Baker"    

September 15, 1922  From : Monticello Messenger 

  Robert Brand leaves town under cover of dark-
ness.  Monticello has been without the conven-
ience of a local bakery since yesterday morn-
ing.  Robert Brand, the proprietor having mysteri-
ously disappeared during the dusky hours of 
Tuesday night and hired himself to parts un-
known.  Brand is a benedict of only a few weeks 
standing.  On August 2nd he led to the altar Miss 
Martha Salvisberg of Mt. Pleasant township.  Do-
mestic troubles developed shortly after the con-
clusion of the honeymoon trip and a few days ago 
the bride of a month started legal proceedings 
with the object of obtaining a divorce.  The pro-
spects of a divorce suit undoubtedly is the main 
reason which prompted Brand to make his sud-
den and unexpected getaway, although, it is re-
ported fear of prosecution from another source 
might have added to his anxiety to beat a hasty 
retreat. Brand left behind him a few slight remem-
brances in the way of unpaid bills, but these will 
undoubtedly be taken care of through attachment 
proceedings which were instituted following his 
disappearance.  The People's Supply Co., Karlen 
& Steinman Lumber Co. and A. Wuilleumeier are 
the known creditors, with claims ranging from 
about $35 down.  Brand took with him all of his 
movable belongings, but the identity of the truck 
owner who assisted him out of town is un-
known.     

The following history of Monticello was researched 

by  Karen Brugger  

 

"Marathon on Roller Skates"   

May 5, 1923   From: Monroe Evening Times 
  A quintet of ladies skate to Monticello.  Other 
cities claim the marathon dancing records, 
boast of swimming, baseball, auto or bike rec-
ords, but it is left to five ladies of Monroe to in-
troduce a new thrill and establish a record for 
marathon roller skating on Friday evening by 
ladies directly or indirectly connected with the 
Wisconsin Utilities Co. 
  Mrs. E. R. Schneider, Mrs. Warren Turner, 
and Misses Thelma Wood, Coletta Sickinger 
and Maxine Booth claim the first record of 
skating over our new cement road negotiating 
the distance between the southern point of 
Monroe and the Village of Monticello.  The la-
dies oiled up their skates in the afternoon and 
started on their journey about 5:30 expecting 
to roll up to Monticello and back.  Much of that 
first idea had vanished out about five miles 
and they sent a call over the phone for Mr. 
Turner to meet them at Monticello or break a 
leg or two. 
  The ladies continued on their way and top-
ping the last hill before entering the Village be-
gan to cast anxious glances back for Mr. 
Turner, wondering if the distance would grow 
any longer if they had to skate back to Monroe. 
It was about 9 P. M., too dusty to venture into 
the Village.  Mr. Turner came humming along 
to find his charges sitting on the bank resting 

tired legs and sore feet.  He immediately be-
came the most popular man in the universe to 
this still game but tired quintet.  Saturday it is 
some effort and a little painful to lift one knee 
over the other but the ladies say it was a new 
thrill, they enjoyed it and are apparently none 
the worse for the new experience.  Note: The 
new cement road was Highway 69 but not as 
we know it now.  There were many steep hills 
and sharp curves which have been removed 
through the years.  

Monticello Area Historical Society News 

Newsletters can be viewed on our website in color. 

Have you checked our website? 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 
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Membership  
 

M

Membersh ip  year :  May—Apr i l   
 

Individual  dues -  $20 /yr  
Fami ly dues -  $30 /yr  
Li fe t ime dues -  $500  

   □ Cash       □ Check payable to MAHS  

NAME: ________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

Email :  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  

 

 

The Victrola that recently appeared in the museum 

was donated by Paul and Ursula Hartwig.  While 

visiting the museum, please ask a docent if you can 

“crank it up” and listen to music from the past. The 

Victrola (1913 model) was purchased from Marshall 

Field Department Store.  The Victrola was in storage 

from about 1930 to 1960 which accounts for the 

excellent condition.  The unit was keep at the 

Hartwig Century Farm west of Monticello from 1963 

to 1997.   
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               Lifetime Members-MAHS 
Bloomberg, Jean 

Blumer, Ronald & Jennifer 

Braem, Sally 

Briggs, Sharon 

Brugger, Karen 

Burgy, Beth 

Burgy, Glenn 

Burgy, May 

Cappelle, Jules 

Casey, John 

Crouch, Norman 

Davis, Michael & Mary 

Dickson, William & Kay 

Dooley, Roger & Madeleine 

Dugdale, Richard 

Elmer, Robert 

Ferguson, Dean & Donna 

Figi, Matthew 

Freitag, Kay 

Gempeler, Karen 

Green, Burnell 

Hefty, Paul 

Hefty, Thomas 

Hilliard, Carolyn 

Holcomb, Gordon 

Holcomb, Kenneth & Alice 

Hopkins, Lois 

Ishida, Julie Woelffer 

Kimura, Betty Jane 

Klassy, Michael 

Klassy, Roger 

Klooster, Steven 

Kubly, Donald 

Kubly, Harvey & Patricia 

Lynn, Nancy 

Maney, Elaine 

Manning, Lori 

Morell, Joyce 

 

Moser, William & Carol 
Ott, David 

Peterson, Sharon Crouch 
Roe, Donald 
Rieder, Paul & Susan 
Rufener, Nancy 
Schiesser, Linda 
Schneider, Donald 
Schommer, Shirley 
Schmalbeck, Marlene 
Schultz, Gordon & Carol 
Seitz, Antonia 
Sellon, Pat 
Spielman, Ronald 
Spring, Leroy 
Stenbroten, Jack & Sally 
Strause, Carol 
Sulzer, Hans & Kathleen 
Sybers, Jane 
Sybers, Ruth 
Voegeli, Alice 
Wayland, Michael & Barbara 
Witkowski, RoxAnn 
Woelffer, Jan 

Looks like a great day of 

fishing by Monticello 

fishermen.  If you recognize 

any of them, please contact 

the museum.  Could this 

have been from our river? 
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MAHS Museum 
P.O. Box 463 

204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 

You are invited to join  

the Monticello Area Historical Society  

Meetings normally held the 4th Thursday of every month,  except  July,  

November and December,  in  the north room of Zwingli  Church at 7 :00 pm 

are on hold at present.    

 
MAHS Museum 

P.O. Box 463 
204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 
Phone: (608) 938-4216 
Email: mahs@tds.net 

 

Hours of Operation 
The museum will be open  

May until October 23, 2021 
but can be open by appointment for anyone or a 

group wishing to stop by.  
 

For special group or individual tours,  
call the museum at (608) 938-4216 or send your request to 

mahs@tds.net. 

 

 
Admission to the museum is free and 

a quarterly newsletter from your home 
town is included with your 
membership. 

 
Please consider including the 

Monticello Area Historical Society in 
your will. 

 
A guided tour of the museum can be 

arranged for all groups anytime.  


