
1 

 Year 2022, No. 1 

Monticello Area Historical Society News 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 

MAHS Board of Directors  

President - Mary Davis  

Vice-Pres. - Kay Frietag  

Secretary - Sue Rieder  

Treas. - Karen Brugger  

Member - John Casey  

Member - Don Kubly 

Member - Kim Buehl 

Coordinators  
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Window Display—May Burgy 

Membership - Carol Schultz  

Collection Archivist 

Jules Cappelle 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com 

Looking back 60 Years to 1962        

Museum Open  

Saturdays May thru October 

 from 10 am - 2 pm  

Our docent coordinators  

Bill & Kay Dickson welcome all 

volunteers.  

Call them at 938-4315.  

Inside: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

The clocks are ahead, the robins are back, COVID numbers are 
down, and our optimism is up! The board of directors met recently 
and plans are under way for resuming our membership meetings 
and holding our 2-year delayed 25th Anniversary annual meeting. 
Plus, we will be open on Saturdays from 10-2 beginning in May. A 
few details: April 28, 6:30 p.m. you are invited to the museum for a 
bit of wine and cheese as we re-connect and share ideas. It will also 
be a great time to bring a new member, pay your dues, and sign up 
to be a docent this summer. We should also have details about the 
annual meeting for you too. Thank you, Bill and Kay Dickson, for 
agreeing to be in charge of Docents again this year – give them a 
call. Thank you, May Burgy, for keeping our windows up to date 
and eye-catching. Thank you, John Casey, for funding and publish-
ing this newsletter. We extend condolences to the families of Roger 
Klassy and Bill Moser. Both were lifetime members and great sup-
porters of the historical society. Their talents and information will 
be missed.  

See you soon,  

Mary Davis  

Betty Jane Woelffer 

Early 1940’s 

Betty Jane sold popcorn in front 

of Woelffer’s Drug Store to 

earn money for nursing school.  

She succeeded! 
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                Looking back 60 Years to 1962        

By Karen Brugger 

 

--Howard Voegeli named outstanding young farmer of 

Green county at annual Farmer's Recognition Night 

held in Monroe. 

 

--School officials expect 120 new rural grade pupils to 

enter Monticello Schools this fall, result of closing rural 

schools. 

 

--Fred Escher purchases Marina at Lake Wisconsin. 

 

--Marianne Burgy and Gary Zweifel are chosen to 

Attend Badger Girls and Boys State camp. 

 

--Mrs. Harry Schuerch and Dean Zimmerman 

hospitalized with injuries resulting from collision of 

Schuerch and Zimmerman autos. 

 

--Forty six young people confirmed at Zwingli UCC. 

 

--130 youngsters participate in annual Easter Egg hunt. 

 

--Jeanne Elmer and Terry Freitag reign as Queen and 

King of Monticello prom. (Now Jeanne Kubly-Jerry) 

 

--Fred Deppeler, age 85, former Monticello 

cheesemaker dies.  (Father of Albert Deppeler). 

 

--Elmer Duerst, Monticello native engaged to coach 

basketball in Colorado. 

 

--116 persons attend Mother-Daughter Tea. 

 

--Donald Hoppe resigns as Monticello Chief of Police, 

Dwight Zweifel is named Chief of Police. 

 

--Candace Buehl named 1962 Monticello Dairy Queen. 

 

--75th anniversary of Zwingli UCC observed. 

 

--Monticello Cold Storage building sold to Ed Rufenacht 

and Rudolph Regez of Monroe.  The building erected in 

1916 by cheese firm of Edw. Wittwer and Bro. is one of 

the largest cheese warehouses in Green County.  Last 

partners were Dwight Zweifel and Donald Knobel who 

discontinued business.  Will continue as Monticello Cold 

Storage. 

 

--Karl Freitag acquires Schuler Insurance Agency. 

 

--Eldon Taylor assumes management of Cities Service 

station. 

 

--Harold Schultz suffers burns and bruises when injured 

in sewer disposal plant explosion here. 

 

--Total enrollment in Monticello Schools hits record of 

509 students. 

 

--C.M. Stauffer defeats G. Fred Galli and Victor Schiller 

for state assembly nomination, is re-elected as Green 

County assemblyman. 

 

--Funeral services for Mrs. L.R. Pease, age 74, wife of 

local businessman. (Pease Hardware) 

 

--Darlyne (Elmer) Wuethrich and William Koller killed in 

one-car accident just south of town. 

 

--Over 160 attend Father-Son banquet. 

 

--Fred C. Durtschi named new Fire Chief, succeeds Ervin 

Broge who resigned after serving 10 years. 

 

--Fritz Benkert, age 13, bags 10 point buck with bow 

and arrow. 

 

--Cash donations for Monticello Lake development 

project surpass $3000 mark. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Monticello Area Historical Society is the acquisi-

tion, documentation, preservation and exhibition of artifacts relating 

to the history and culture of the Monticello area.  This collection will 

be located in our museum, the former Woelffer Drug Store on Main 

Street in Monticello, Wisconsin.   

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Monticello Area Historical Society strives to promote an interest 

in the uniqueness of the Monticello area by collecting and displaying 

artifacts that tell our community history. We further endeavor to en-

rich the community by connecting them to the past and saving the 

present to enhance the future.  

 

 

 

 These pics are same farm - 1909 and 1953.  The barn is the same.  The brick house was built in 1917 and the 
frame house was moved to the south (left on pic) and made hired man's house.  You can't really see it in the 
1953 pic but it was still there when we were kids in the 1970s.  The farm passed in my family from Henry L. 
Babler (great-great-grandfather), to Henry E. Baber (great-grandfather), to Willis H. Babler (grandfather).  It 
was sold to Ron and Barb (Marty) Smith who still live there.  It is on Feldt Rd. between Wade Witten-
wyler's and rec trail (old RR).  Mom and Dad grew up on opposite ends Mt. Pleasant Township.  Submitted 
by  Michael Schultz      Check out our website to see these farms in color. 
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Editor’s Note: 

Prohibition was nationwide constitu-

tional ban of alcoholic beverages from 

1920 to 1933. 
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New to our website:   

Zwingli Church 75th Anniversary 1962 

 Bingham Green Co. history book    

Scrapbook about the Veterans Monument  

(Under “Publications”) 

Thank you Rodger Dooley 

 
Membership  

 

M

Membersh ip  year :  May—Apr i l   
 

Individual  dues -  $20 /yr  
Fami ly dues -  $30 /yr  
Li fe t ime dues -  $500  

   □ Cash       □ Check payable to MAHS  

NAME: ________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

Email :  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  
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MAHS Museum 
P.O. Box 463 

204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 

You are invited to join  

the Monticello Area Historical Society  

Meetings normally held the 4th Thursday of every month,  except  July,  

November and December,  in  the north room of Zwingli  Church at 7 :00 pm 

are on hold at present.    

 
MAHS Museum 

P.O. Box 463 
204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 
Phone: (608) 938-4216 
Email: mahs@tds.net 

 

Hours of Operation 
The museum will be open  

May until October  
but can be open by appointment for anyone or a 

group wishing to stop by.  
 

For special group or individual tours,  
call the museum at (608) 938-4216 or send your request to 

mahs@tds.net. 

 

 
Admission to the museum is free and 

a quarterly newsletter from Monticello 
Area Historical Society is included with 
your membership. 

 
Please consider including the 

Monticello Area Historical Society in 
your will. 

 
A guided tour of the museum can be 

arranged for all groups anytime.  


