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MAHS Board of Directors  

President - Mary Davis  

Vice-Pres. - Kay Frietag  

Secretary - Sue Rieder  

Treas. - Karen Brugger  

Member - John Casey  

Member - Don Kubly 

Member - Kim Buehl 

Coordinators  

Programs - Paul Rieder  

Newsletter - Jules Cappelle  

Window Display—May Burgy 

Membership - Carol Schultz  

Collection Archivist 

Jules Cappelle 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com 

"The Old Swimming Pool"    

Museum Open  

Saturdays May thru October 

 from 10 am - 2 pm  

Our docent coordinators  

Bill & Kay Dickson welcome all 

volunteers.  

Call them at 938-4315.  

Inside: 

 

Dear Friends,  

On May 25, 2023 we held our annual membership meeting at 
the Pink Heifer. A  brief business meeting included the re-
election of two members to the board of  directors: Sue 
Reider and Mary Davis.  

Danielle Benden of Driftless Pathways presented the program 
highlighting our  progress on curating our collections that she 
has been assisting with at the  museum. Many seasoned and 
new volunteers have begun the process of  accessioning, 
photographing, appropriate labeling and storage of our many 
items.  After the meeting, those who wished, were invited to 
a rare “behind the scenes”  tour of the second floor of the 
museum to see what more shelving, consolidation,  and la-
beling can do.  

The museum is in the process of adding internet to our oper-
ation. It will enable  volunteers to work off-site with curating 
process, and offer advantages to those  wishing to do re-
search on our collections.  

The summer seems to have started. Visitors are discovering 
our museum. Thank you to all who have volunteered to be 
docents on Saturdays. Stop by  Homecoming Saturday, July 8, 
for FREE popcorn!  

Gratefully,  

Mary Davis 
(608) 558-7387 
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"The Old Swimming Pool"  by Karen Brugger 

From Monroe Times- 

April 1941 

  Monticello Plans For Pool Now Definite--To the 

particular delight of the youngsters, Monticello Village 

Board has approved plans for construction of a 

municipal swimming place.  It will be near the Little 

Sugar River channel directly east of the Village Hall and 

will be supplied with the overflow water of the village 

well, located in the basement of the Village Hall.  A dam 

will be built at the east end of the stream where the 

river and grist mill flume meet, making 

the pool about 200 feet long and 40 feet 

wide.  No water will enter the pool from 

Lake Staedtler.  Sides of the pool will 

have a rip-rap effect.  Concrete will be 

placed over the stones at a later 

date.  The place will be dredged late this 

month.  The dam will be built in a 

manner to allow complete drainage of 

the swimming place. The pool will be 

ready for swimming this summer but all 

planned improvements will require 

three years to complete.  The State 

Board of Health has granted approval to 

the project. 

  May 1941-- 

  Swimming in Monticello's new pool 

may start July 1st according to C. M. Stauffer, Village 

president.  With the draining of the old mill flume this 

week, preliminary work started on the project.  The 

pool will follow the course of the old river bed.  Depth 

will graduate from one foot in the children's end to 9 

1/2 feet for diving.  The latest equipment in ladders and 

diving boards will be installed.  A dam which can be 

opened to drain the pool water into the Little Sugar 

River will constitute the east end of the pool.  Part of 

the water, however, must be pumped out as the depth 

of the pool will be below normal water level. 

  September 1941-- 

  Village boys and girls have already used the completed 

pool waters.  Final pouring of concrete ended this week 

but many used the pool while workmen were busy 

completing the final steps.  Springs of gushing water 

delayed the finish of the project for a number of 

days.  The pool is 120 to 130 feet long, 45 feet wide at one 

end and 30 feet wide at the shallow end.  Water to 

measure one foot deep to gradual depth of nine feet. 

Three ladders will be attached to walls on both 

sides.  Steps have been built at the shallow end for small 

children. 

  July 1942-- 

  Monticello's new swimming pool. mecca of Hot, dusty 

and tired adults and youngsters since the start of summer 

was dedicated at appropriate ceremonies Sunday.  Village 

President, C.M. Stauffer gave the brief dedicatory 

address,  telling of the difficulty in building the pool and of 

the Village pride in the project.  The Monticello school 

band played several selections.  Highlight of the afternoon 

was the swimming, diving and life-saving exhibition by a 

group of Monroe aqua-enthusiasts accompanied by Don 

Huddlestone, Recreation park supervisor.  Various 

swimming strokes and diving techniques as well as clown 

diving.  Irwin Kissling is the lifeguard at the local pool. 

  Note:  This pool was demolished in 1987 when the new 

pool was opened.  There were many problems through 

the years with flooding and muddy waters at that 

location. 
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Monticello Messenger July 1923 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Monticello Area Historical Society is the acquisition, 

documentation, preservation and exhibition of artifacts relating to the 

history and culture of the Monticello area.  This collection will be located 

in our museum, the former Woelffer Drug Store on Main Street in Monti-

cello, Wisconsin.   

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Monticello Area Historical Society strives to promote an interest in the 

uniqueness of the Monticello area by collecting and displaying artifacts 

that tell our community history. We further endeavor to enrich the com-

munity by connecting them to the past and saving the present to enhance 

the future.  
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Past newsletters can be found on our website: 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 
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New on  

Main Street 

Tri –Insure moved from across the street where it was 

located from 2008-2023.   The site of the building was a mill 

which is responsible for the mill pond that started it all to make Monticello the beautiful community it is today. 

Mr. Smith purchased the mill from Staedtler, razed the old wooden building and had this brick mill building 

built on the site.  This building was later purchased by the village and used as a village hall/fire station for the 

villages two fire trucks.  As an aside, village treasurer, Otto Bontly, hung himself in the basement (see his obitu-

ary on our website).  

MPPM Mutual      

Insurance   

built an all new structure.  The 

site was home to Monticello’s 

Doctor and later a shooting with 

the death of Monticello’s police 

officer.  The Portman family was 

the last family to live at this loca-

tion. 
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Membership  
 

M

Membersh ip  year :  May—Apr i l   
 

Individual  dues -  $20 /yr  
Fami ly dues -  $30 /yr  
Li fe t ime dues -  $500  

      □  Cash     □ Check    payable to MAHS  

NAME: ________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

Email :  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  
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MAHS Museum 
P.O. Box 463 

204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 

You are invited to join  

the Monticello Area Historical Society  

Meetings are held the 4th Thursday of every month,  except  July,  Novem-

ber and December,  in  the north room of Zwingli  Church at 7 :00 pm.   The 

public is welcome.  

 
MAHS Museum 

P.O. Box 463 
204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 
Phone: (608) 938-4216 
Email: mahs@tds.net 

 

Hours of Operation 
The museum will be open  

May until October  
but can be open by appointment for anyone or a 

group wishing to stop by.  
 

For special group or individual tours,  
call the museum at (608) 938-4216 or send your request to 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com. 

 

 
Admission to the museum is free and 

a quarterly newsletter from Monticello 
Area Historical Society is included with 
your membership. 

 
Please consider including the 

Monticello Area Historical Society in 
your will. 

 
A guided tour of the museum can be 

arranged for all groups anytime.  


