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www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 

MAHS Board of Directors  

President - Mary Davis  

Vice-Pres. - Kay Frietag  

Secretary - Sue Rieder  

Treas. - Karen Brugger  

Member - John Casey  

Member - Don Kubly 

Member - Kim Buehl 

Coordinators  

Programs - Paul Rieder  

Newsletter - Jules Cappelle  

Window Display—May Burgy 

Membership - Carol Schultz  

Collection Archivist 

Jules Cappelle 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com 

 

Museum Open  

Saturdays May thru October 

 from 10 am - 2 pm  

Our docent coordinators  

Bill & Kay Dickson welcome all 

volunteers.  

Call them at 938-4315.  

Inside: 

 

Dear Friends, 
We are ending our season at the museum with an exciting traveling 
display from the Wisconsin Historical Society for the month of October. 
“Risking Everything – The Freedom Summer of 64” will be arriving soon. 
We are offering the premier viewing on October 4th from 6-8 P.M. at 
the Museum. Fall refreshments will be offered. Our October 26th 
general meeting will be held at the Museum to encourage additional 
attendance at this exhibit. In addition to our regular Saturday hours, we 
will offer special opportunities to school groups or anyone calling for an 
appointment. Watch social media and press for more information. 
A BIG thank you to everyone who has volunteered this summer to serve 
as docents. And to those who stepped in to allow reunion groups to see 
our displays. Now we need to encourage more to become active, 
involved members. 
 
See you at the Museum  
Mary Davis 
(608) 558-7387 

 
 

 

"Busy Farmer's Telephone Company"                   
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"Busy Farmer's Telephone  

Company"                   

By Karen Brugger 

  Patrons and stockholders organized May 18, 1907 in 

the Town of  Mt. Pleasant and formed a mutual 

telephone company, named Busy Farmer's telephone 

Company.  The object was to build, extend and keep in 

repair a line from  Monticello in a southeasterly 

direction as far east and south as the company deemed 

necessary.  The construction to be of infinite value to 

the rural population and to bring the community into a 

"brotherly and fraternal relation." The expense derived 

from building and maintaining of such line shall be 

divided  with the number of stockholders and equally 

paid by them.  The line may be extended as the 

company sees fit and new subscribers willing to become 

stockholders who then pay into the treasury an amount 

of money to defray expenses.  Residents living within 20 

rods distance from the line may become subscribers. 

Said company shall install an instrument (telephone) 

and pay for such instrument and for its use a sum of 

$18.00 annually.  The instrument is property of the 

company, any damage done to instrument while on 

subscribers premises is to paid by subscriber, such as 

fire, malicious used or unreasonable wear and 

tear.  The company will elect from its members a 

president, secretary and treasurer for a term of one 

year elected by ballot.  Annual meeting or whenever 

necessary, only stockholders vote.  At that time there 

were eleven.  John Babler, Albert Babler Sr., Rudy 

Freitag, C.J. Purintun, Eugene Truax, Conrad Baebler, 

Jacob Rhyner, George Clark, Casper Hammerly, Edward 

Kundert, and Henry Milbrandt. Note: These farms all 

located on what are now County F, Purintun, Oliver and 

Gilbertson Roads.  Annual meetings held at Albert 

Babler schoolhouse.  They purchased 280 poles from 

Karlen & Steinman for $253.76.  Charles Purintun name 

manager and his assistant Eugene Truax to keep the 

line in proper condition.  Their compensation being 25 

cents an hour, tools furnished by the company.  It was 

noted 35 meals at 20 cents.  Kellogg Switchboard & 

Supply of Chicago provided 12 phones at $8.25 

each.  Total cost of line being $948.65. 

  Stockholders numbered 16 in 1909, line extended.  By 

1914 there were 22 and a special meeting held to let 

United Telephone Co. provide central service.  This was 

defeated by a 11 No vote and 7 in favor.  Lineman Henry 

Baebler received $1 per hour in 1920 and other labor 75 

cents and common labor 40 cents per hour.  Dues were 

$12 per member in 1935 and if behind in dues must help 

the lineman.  Landlord responsible if renter didn't 

pay.  The fee was $20 for one phone in house and $10 for 

second phone in 1948. Annual meetings ended in 1949 

with no explanation.  Walter Ringhand family donated the 

record books to MAHS. 

  I found there were 26 telephones in the Village of 

Monticello in 1901.  We have one of the old wooden wall 

phones in our Museum display area which belonged to 

Jacob Schlittler family south of town.  That private line 

was extended to Dr. B.L. Clark, local veterinarian who 

resided on the farm where Wade Wittenwyler now farms. 

A common problem was vandals shooting out the 

insulators. 

  Children are fascinated by ringing central (switchboard) 

to put a call through.  Persons could ring each other on 

the same line with no operator drop. When a subscriber 

called central, the bells of others on the same line did not 

ring. 

  The 1926 Messenger states the Smith-Burgy Telephone 

Co. held its annual meeting at the Bank of Monticello and 

election took place.  Elected were: Roscoe Smith president 

and Jacob Burgy secretary-treasurer.  This line would have 

been in Washington township. 

Risking Everything:  
A Freedom Summer Exhibit  
A Traveling Display 
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Editor’s note:  Around the Town was published weekly.  Everyone was 

encouraged to submit their latest news. 
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Monticello Messenger September 1973 

Fifty Years Ago 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Monticello Area Historical Society is the acquisition, 

documentation, preservation and exhibition of artifacts relating to the 

history and culture of the Monticello area.  This collection will be located 

in our museum, the former Woelffer Drug Store on Main Street in Monti-

cello, Wisconsin.   

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Monticello Area Historical Society strives to promote an interest in the 

uniqueness of the Monticello area by collecting and displaying artifacts 

that tell our community history. We further endeavor to enrich the com-

munity by connecting them to the past and saving the present to enhance 

the future.  
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Gottlieb Theiler Gravestone Pieces  

Recently the descendants of Gottlieb came looking for his grave-

stone.  After not finding a gravestone, research was done to find 

the location.  Using records, the location was discovered at the 

cemetery by church.  There was no stone, along with many other 

graves.  Finally stones were found in the woods with the help of 

Brian Grossen.  A sad treasure. The family now plans to purchase a 

new stone.   
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44th Annual  

Native American Indian Artifact Show 

The Badger State Archaeological Society will hold its 

44th Annual Native American Indian Artifact Show on 

Sunday, October 22nd.  The event will be held in the 

Rehmstedt gym at Monticello School, 334 South Main 

Street, Monticello, WI from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Cost 

of admission is $2.00 for 14 years and older. 

There will be experts on hand to identify your artifacts. 

The show was started by Ralph Hammerly, Paul Sev-

erson, & James Beer, with only 5 tables in Monroe.  The 

show has grown to over 80 tables of artifacts on display 

or for sale, including points, stone, bone, copper arti-

facts, prints, books, pottery, jewelry, rugs and a whole 

lot more.  The show itself is a history lesson. 

This year the 4th grade students at the Monticello 

Schools will be making Indian villages.  They will be 

made out of all natural materials. 

The Boy Scout Troop #106 will have a lunch stand. 

There will be awards for best of sho, best personal find, 

judge’s choice, and best educational display. 

For more information contact Steve or Janet Gobeli 608

-329-4781 

Museum Open House  

Wednesday, October 4 

6-8 p.m. 
Since 2014, "Freedom Summer" has traveled to more 

than 50 venues around the nation and been seen by 

over 100,000 people. The Wisconsin Historical Society 

currently provides this display to schools, public librar-

ies, historical societies and civic organizations in Wis-

consin.                                    A Traveling Display 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 - 39” X  87” panels 

Because this is such a special display, any group can ar-

range to visit during October.  Call Sue (608)862-3992 
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Remembering September 1973 

By Jules Cappelle 

Can it really be 50 years??? Yes, 50 years ago I started 

teaching here in Monticello.  Everyone was so friendly 

and inviting. I was single and fresh out of college. To 

start the school year off there was a picnic for staff 

and the board at Richard Smith’s farm.  Hazel Kundert 

was my elementary principal in addition to teaching 

fifth grade. She, more than anyone else, helped me 

figure out what teaching was. My job was to teach a 

combination 5th and 6th grade room.  There were 

grade 1-2 and grade 3-4 combination rooms also.  The 

combination rooms were designed to keep the 

classroom numbers lower to improve learning.   My 

room had only 30 students which I considered small 

after having done practice teaching in a classroom of 

over 40 and having been in classrooms when younger 

closer to 50.  When being hired, one of the highlights 

was that each elementary classroom was equipped 

with technology: a radio and a black and white TV for 

PBS for over the air classes.   

In 1973 I used to enter the village of Monticello on 

Coates Ave. going past a large barn with cows to get 

to Main Street.  Once on Main Street the corner 

included a smaller version of Voegelli Chevrolet, a fire 

station, trailer homes and gas station.  Going down 

the street was a large hotel where the Village parking 

lot is, with a really cool building across the street 

where they drove tractors upstairs to repair.  In 

addition, there were two hardware stores, two 

Membership  
 

M

Membersh ip  year :  May—Apr i l   
 

Individual  dues -  $20 /yr  
Fami ly dues -  $30 /yr  
Li fe t ime dues -  $500  

      □  Cash     □ Check    payable to MAHS  

NAME: ________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

Email :  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  

grocery stores, two lawyers and numerous bars.  I was 

told by the superintendent that if I wanted to go to a bar, 

do it out of town so no one would talk.  If you were buying 

groceries, hardware, or a car, try to buy it town because 

the businesses paid the taxes which paid my salary and 

supported the school in many other ways. 

 

Cousin’s: A Swiss Immigrant’s Family Story 

By Douglas L. Karlen 

Recently Doug Karlen donated three copies of his recently 

published book to the museum.  The book is a well 

documented story of his mother’s family coming from 

Glarus, Switzerland and their new life here in Monticello 

and New Glarus.  Included are reflections on farming, 

cheesemaking, owning land and family life. 

Call 515-537-6557 for a copy or read a museum copy. 



8 

MAHS Museum 
P.O. Box 463 

204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 

You are invited to join  

the Monticello Area Historical Society  

Meetings are held the 4th Thursday of every month,  except  July,  Novem-

ber and December,  in  the north room of Zwingli  Church at 7 :00 pm.   The 

public is welcome.  

 
MAHS Museum 

P.O. Box 463 
204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 
Phone: (608) 938-4216 
Email: mahs@tds.net 

 

Hours of Operation 
The museum will be open  

May until October  
but can be open by appointment for anyone or a 

group wishing to stop by.  
 

For special group or individual tours,  
call the museum at (608) 938-4216 or send your request to 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com. 

 

 
Admission to the museum is free and 

a quarterly newsletter from Monticello 
Area Historical Society is included with 
your membership. 

 
Please consider including the 

Monticello Area Historical Society in 
your will. 

 
A guided tour of the museum can be 

arranged for all groups anytime.  


