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 Year 2023, No. 3 

Monticello Area Historical Society News 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 

MAHS Board of Directors  

President - Mary Davis  

Vice-Pres. - Kay Frietag  

Secretary - Sue Rieder  

Treas. - Karen Brugger  

Member - John Casey  

Member - Don Kubly 

Member - Kim Buehl 

 

Coordinators  

Programs - Paul Rieder  

Window Display—May Burgy 

Membership - Carol Schultz  

Newsletter - Jules Cappelle  

jules.cappelle@gmail.com 

 

Museum Open  

Saturdays May thru October 

 from 10 am - 2 pm  

Our docent coordinators  

welcome all volunteers.  

 

Inside: 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
“Our first time here”, “Very nice collection”,”Lotsa memories”, Best Pop-
corn”, “So glad you do this”, “Super cool”, “Very informative”, ”Great 
staff” - some of the comments from our over 75 visitors in the 
Museum on December 9th . It was “ Winter Walk” in Monticello, and we 
were delighted with the support of new and regular guests. More than a 
few were new – locals- who really didn’t know we were here, 
and that exposure is wonderful. And now, we are closed for the season 
and beginning to work on a new exhibit for next May. The theme will be 
area family farms; so, consider sharing any information you 
might have about the ‘old home place’. We are going to be offering a stu-
dent scholarship to encourage interest in historic preservation among 
young people. This will be a fund dedicated for that purpose if you wish 
to support it with your donation. A BIG Thank you to my board of direc-
tors for all the help this year. And I’m grateful to Jules for compiling the 
newsletter and Rodger keeping the website up to date. The front win-
dows look amazing again this season – thanks to May Burgy. We can al-
ways use more volunteers – just give us a call or e-mail. 
 
Peace and Health – that will make it a Happy New Year! 
Mary Davis, President 
Mm12128@charter.net 608-558-7387 
 

 
 

 
Past newsletters can be found on our website: 

www.monticellohistoricalsociety.org 

William G. Meier                        



2 

 

William G. Meier                        

By Karen Brugger 

 

  William G. Meier was born in Mt. Pleasant township, 

the son of John and Anna Meier.  His father, a Swiss 

immigrant was regarded as one of the best Swiss 

limburger cheesemakers of the area having made 

cheese for 46 years.  Bill attended Monticello schools 

and married Bernece Behnke in 1930 at Dubuque, 

Iowa.  They farmed in Mt. Pleasant township until son 

Robert married and took over the family farm.  The 

Meier's then moved to a smaller farm in Exeter 

township remaining there until moving to the Village in 

1985 to the former Williard Prisk bungalow on East Lake 

Avenue.  Bernece passed away in 1988, the couple 

having been married 58 years. 

  Bill kept a large flock of chickens on the Exeter farm 

and would deliver fresh eggs to Village residents and 

the restaurant, stopping by the Village Tap (Dick 

Rufener, prop.) mornings for a pool game or two.  He 

soon assumed the name "Deadbank Willie."  Other 

players were Fritz Minder, John Matzke, Hollis Baebler, 

Wittwer Bros., Harry Schuerch, Buckets among 

others.  Maynard Hefty recalls being among the 

"youngest" and working during the week but had to 

arrive an hour early on Sunday to get a table.  Terry 

Wichser relates not being a player but a 

"cheerleader."  After some time it was decided to hold 

a "Deadbank Willie" invitational in late winter or early 

spring at Hokie's Place (now Eagle Pass).  It would be 

double elimination, partners drawn out of a 

hat.  Maynard recalls 32 players (16 teams) at one 

tournament.  MAHS has one of the promo caps 

denoting 10th annual (2001).  Bill passed away in 1998 

so this did become a "Memorial" event.  Roy Wittwer 

was the winner of the first held in 1991.  Village Tap 

was then located where Gempeler's Supermarket is 

today, later moving to the site of the present Sugar 

River Bakery.  It was also noted that there was a float in 

a Homecoming parade complete with a pool table 

denoting the tournament. 

  Bill and Bernece had a daughter Mardell and son 

Robert.  He served on the Zwingli UCC church consistory, 

had many friends and was well respected.  He passed 

away at home and is buried in Highland Cemetery.  
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     Monticello Messenger   December 27, 1923 

  

 

Voegeli’s store was in the current Green Valley Dental building. 
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Scholarship Fund 

At the December 5th board meeting it was deter-

mined to start a fund to encourage local youth to 

maintain the history of the area for future genera-

tions.  Please be sure to mark your tax deductible 

donation to be designated for the scholarship 

fund.  This fund will be separate from other ac-

counts. 

 

Docent Coordinator 

We have an opportunity for docent coordinator.  

If you are interested, please contact any board 

member.  Thank you Kay and Bill for your many 

years as the docent coordinator. 

January 25th Meeting will be: 

History of Local Cheesemaking 

Monticello Messenger   

December 27, 1923 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Monticello Area Historical Society is the acquisition, 

documentation, preservation and exhibition of artifacts relating to the 

history and culture of the Monticello area.  This collection will be located 

in our museum, the former Woelffer Drug Store on Main Street in Monti-

cello, Wisconsin.   

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Monticello Area Historical Society strives to promote an interest in the 

uniqueness of the Monticello area by collecting and displaying artifacts 

that tell our community history. We further endeavor to enrich the com-

munity by connecting them to the past and saving the present to enhance 

the future.  

Monticello Messenger   December 27, 1923 
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Monticello Messenger   December 27, 1923  
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Membership  
 

M

Membersh ip  year :  May—Apr i l   
 

Individual  dues -  $20 /yr  
Fami ly dues -  $30 /yr  
Li fe t ime dues -  $500  

      □ Cash   □Check    payable to MAHS  

NAME: ________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

Email :  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built in 1894 as an Adventist Christian Church build-

ing, it was later purchased and enlarged by the Grace 

Evangelical United Brethren church congregation.  In 

the 1970’s the church was made into an office / clinic 

for Freitag Chiropractic.  Then to an office  for Mt. 

Pleasant Perry Mutual Insurance.  Now in 2023 con-

verted to a home. 

Currently in our window display. 

Notice the name change from 

the ad run 100 years ago—1923. 
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MAHS Museum 
P.O. Box 463 

204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 

You are invited to join  

the Monticello Area Historical Society  

Meetings are held the 4th Thursday of every month,  except  July,  Novem-

ber and December,  in  the north room of Zwingli  Church at 7 :00 pm.   The 

public is welcome.  

 
MAHS Museum 

P.O. Box 463 
204 N. Main St. 

Monticello, WI 53570 
Phone: (608) 938-4216 
Email: mahs@tds.net 

 

Hours of Operation 
The museum will be open  

May until October  
but can be open by appointment for anyone or a 

group wishing to stop by.  
 

For special group or individual tours,  
call the museum at (608) 938-4216 or send your request to 

jules.cappelle@gmail.com. 

 

 
Admission to the museum is free and 

a quarterly newsletter from Monticello 
Area Historical Society is included with 
your membership. 

 
Please consider including the 

Monticello Area Historical Society in 
your will. 

 
A guided tour of the museum can be 

arranged for all groups anytime.  


