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Thomas Sears was neither financier, politi-
cian, land speculator, merchant, soldier. nor
reformer. His role in Wisconsin history was
less coforful but more fundamental o the dee
velopment of the state, for it was he and the
thousands of other farmers who emigrealed
westward,  built  their homes. cleared and
fenced the land. raised the crops, and turned
the frontier inte a rich agricultural area.

Sears was born October 18, 1819, in Knox,
Waldn {juun!:.-', Maine, where he lived on a
farm until he was Afteen. In 1534 his {ather
purchased a woolen mill in Freedom, Maine,
which he later gave to his sons Thomas, John,
and David, When the woolen mill burned the
boys buill amd operated a saw and shingle
mill until 1844 Then they sold the =awmill,
and for three vears Thomas earned his lving
az an itinerant millwright. In Thecember, 1847,
he married Adaline Holl, and two years later
their first son was born. In the fall of that
vear, 1849, Sears, hiz brother John, and their
families. moved to Wiseonzin.'  In the two
letters printed below Thomas tells of their
journey, desceribes Wizeonsin, and contrasts i
with Maine.*
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“The leters reproduced heve are the property o
Mrs. I, 1 K. Steven, Ean Claire, Wisconsin, who
allowed the State Historical Seciety of Wisconsin b
make photostatic copies for its manuscripts collec-
tisn=. The letters are published in their entirery
except lor briel family items of ne general interest,
In arder to aid the readers, paragraphs and  some
punctuation were supplicd.
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Exeter, September Tth 1819

Brother David

I suprpose that you ave expecting a line {rom
us amd 1 have a good oportunity. T will com-
menee a litle dr'ﬁ:'rijrlirm of our _in-unw_v after
saying thal we aveived in Milwaokie safe and
sound a week ago last Wednesday making our
journey 17 dave, We gol into Boston Tuesday
morning and staved there with Porter Tripp
until Wednesday morning 8 o'clock and then
took the 2d class cars 1o Albany, ., . We wot
our miniatures taken and lelt them with Por-
ter Tripp. He keeps a boarding house on Fleet
Street. | do oot know the number, His name
is an s higrt in preily |urgr lettres over his
door, He some expected to go 1o California
and to visit Freedom before now. If he does
nol you will have to send for them. Louisa®
wishes her Tather to have hers, We contrarted
in Boston to have our freight taken through to
Milwaukic for 8150 per hundred lbs, When
we ol inlo the cars al Boston we found it
gtuffed prety Tull of Trich who were going oul
A or 40 miles 2o that we soon had a good de-
cent company, plenty of room, and a comfort.
able chance.

“It' Htll"ﬁ '.".":J al .l'sl.lh‘-u.]l} \1".‘.1']'“'!“[“1,.’ ﬁ l}‘“‘lf”';ﬂ.
P M. and staved over night on the vast side of
the river to see a man that was going to Farm.
ersburge, lowa. He said that there was plenty
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of government land & a pood chance. He was
very anxious that we should go too. Our fare
to Albany was $3.35. Thursday morning it
commenced J‘uirling and rainéd hard ull 7
o'clock. We were on the cast side of the river
and there was no covered carriage to be had
so- we had to put out on foot, kits, cats, sacks,
amd wives, through the rain for all the world
like pedestrian Paddies, Unless any  body
wants poor accomodations, poor fare, poor
waiters &c | would advise them not to stop in
Greenbush

The immigrant train of cars started from
Albany at 1214 P.M. There was one car con-
siderably better than all the rest which they
kept locked so that every thing could not get
into it. I found this car and made friends
with him who had the lu-.:.r s that we ok inlo
it and fixed things 2o that we could monopo-
lise four seats which gave us a pretty good
chance through the night. We spread our pil-
lows shawls & on one seat and stowed away
the children. Adaline T got a chance for partly
on the seat and the rest in my |£l|:r so that she
dlept about five hours considerable comfort-
ably. We got to Buffalo about 1 o'clock Friday,
Fare §5. We stopped very near Lhe steamboat
landing a1 Wheeler's Hotel. This is not so
stylish and fashionable a house as some but
they were quile aceomodating taking us bag
and bagpage from the cars to the house and
from the houvse to the boat free of charge and
we stopped only to get our dinner but went on
board the boat and ataved.

The boat started Saturday morning at 9
o'vlock. This boat went round the lakes and
landed in Milwaukie in 414 days. We took 1st
cabin passage, 830 for the whole, We arrived
at Milwaokie about 10 P.M. and put up at
the Tremont House® We did not like owr
quarters very well and should think the Amer-
ican House® would be preferable. The morning

Wreenhish, New York, also called East Albany,
a former village in Rensselacr County, located on the
vast benk of the Hudson HRiver epposite Albany.
_.#_ngl_-,!u and Lnuiﬁ Hi?]prill, n‘-dx., {:nzﬂcf-er or rea-
graphical Dictionory of the World ({Philadelphia,
19227 756,

The Tremont House, a second-class hotel, located
on Michigan Sireet, is not listed in the Milwaukee
city directories of the period, although it was adver-
tised in Samuel Freemoan's Emigrent’s Handbook
(1851). See John G, Gregory, History of Milwaukee,
Fisconsin, (4 vols, Chicapo, 19311 2:689,
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after arriving was rainy so we stayed in Mil-
waukie that day and inguired the prices of
goods and got a little information of almest
all kinds. I don’t think of anything now in
the eatable line but what is cheaper than in
Maine except molasses. Good sugar five cts.
per 1b. Dried apples 22 lbe. for one dollar.
Stoves [ should think were 25 per cent lower
than in Maine. T ean buy a pretty good cook.
ing stove for 88, Wooden chairs from 42 to
LO0 each. plain black walout tables about
the same as birch ones in Freedom and bureaus
from 5 to 20 dollars. Factory clothes ave
about one cent per yard higher than in Maine,

Coming from Bulfalo we gol acquainted with
a Methodist minister and his family, He was
recommended to leave his family about 20
miles from Milwaukie west in the town of Pe-
waukie while he looked for a chance to locate.
Being all of us in the same situation we con-
cluded to keep together and leave our families
together. So we hired a team for $4 to take
us all there and the next morning we left the
folks and paid him $2 more to take us as far
as the town of Richmond on rock prairie. We
stayed with him over Sunday [ree of charge.
He had an excelent {farm which he wants to
‘.5"" I’ﬂ]— SID F‘.‘r qere. Tt Wﬂu]li }?F} Eild] agrﬂ\."ﬂ-
tion T know to a Maine farmer to look over
that prairic as far as the eye could reach and
gee the great fields of corn and almost innu-
merable stacks of wheat & shocks of oatz con-
taining ahout twelve Jarge bundles as thick
together as bundles would be in Maine, They
have reaping machines that reap from 15 to
20 acres per day by horse power.

Monday morning we started for this place
by way of Javnesville. We went to this town
of Centre and Magnolia which lies next west
of Centre, Here we dropped our minister. He
bought 40 acres of prairic. a gravel house 16
by 20 two stories hight. six acres of sod corn, a
stack of hay, one hog, two cows, a horse &
waggon, and lakes possession immediately for
3415. We had a pretty good farm offered us
in Magnolia for $1000. Tt contained 160 acres
of prairie with a good spring on it. 65 acres

“The. American House, located at 27-31 Spring
Street (now Wisconsin Avenoe), was a threestory
frame hotel built ahout 1842, and managed for many
vears by Mesers. Skinner and Blackstone. In 1861
it was destroyed by fire.
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prepared for a crop next year, 100 apple trees
grafted fruit set out, and 40 acres of opening
two miles distant, We have not known of SCEINE
but one piece of government land and that is
an island =0 called, surrounded by a kind of
dry marsh, It contains about 2 section. It is
good wheat land and would make a capital
farm for raising stock as there is plenty of
hay and pastureage for nothing. We got here
day before yesterday & shall not all get ready
to start on our tour till Monday. T must say
good bye & write the rest some other time, [
vou write to uz you can direct to Milwaukie
of to our wives at Howard post office Pewau-
kie, The office is in the house they stay in,

Mt Pleasant, April 30th 18517
Diear Brother
-« « Dur spring thus far has been uncom-
monly fine. \The three first weeks of March
were warm for the season, A considerable
[part] of the time we had no fire in the school
house and frequently kept doors and windows
apen. Some of the large boya were taken from
achool to commence Hpring work and p]::uw{ng
was commenced by many and sowing by some
before the middle of the month. The last week
was colder and froze up and put a stop to
plowing. I commenced my farming April 4th,
[ have but little to cultivate this year on ac-
count of sowing so much down to grass last
spring, viz 27 acres. | have only 20 this year.
My team is light (a middling sized pair of
four vear old steerz and a dobbin that 1 harrow
with) and my plowing all to do this spring,
I have sown 10 acres wheat, 2 of oats, and
planted 2 of murphys, one acre reserved for
orazs [ 7] seed and other et cetéraz and fin.
iched one week ago. The last week [ have
been preparing the ballanee for eorn, making
sarden, and grafting. T have grafted two or
three hundred this spring. T think that T will
have trees enough for you an orchard by the
time you are ready for them and of the best
kinds too of which T will write you the cata-
logue,

"Thomas and John Sears boupght land in Mount
Pleasant township, Green County, and during  the
winter of 1849 they shared their log house with a
third family. Four years [nter Thomas built & frame
lrouse, which he ocoupied until 1879 History of Green
Connty, 1070,
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oo . We hardly know what 1o make of thal
part of your letter “expecting this 1o be vour
last year in Maine.,” You have never men-
tioned about having [an] oportunity of dis-
posing of vour property there, T thought while
malcing my p;nrd:*n that Ferhalls I had ul]E]’lt
to anticipate your wants and enlarge a little
which | should have done if you had been a
little more explicil, but it was thought it
would perhaps be counting on unhatched
chickens, Il you are coming to Wisconsin |
want vou to speak in season and carry on
John's place the first vear until you can get
yvour own in order.®

I do not know when T left Maine that T had
any serious thowghts of ever returning and
now think it extremely doubtfull, T often think
of my feelings when first catching sight of
Freedom Village after a long absence” After
tossing about by sea and land about three
weeks my head at last passed over the hill on
the country road above De Bellows' from
whenee 1 could command a full view (of that
modern Sodom). Well 1 exclaimed 1o be sure
I have taken a great deal of pains to behold
so meagre a prospect, 1 have no nest egg
there now and never have one lingering desire
to see it again, 1 am a farmer now and if |
should visit what should [ see (viewing by
contrast) but small fields (with numerous
rocks looking larger than heretofore) covered
principally with grass indicative of the labour
of tilling the soil and an almost everlasting
winter. 1 would be glad to see my friends but
I tell them if they want to =ee me, why [not]
come here dand nol onlv see me bul other
things which will be new to them. Adaline, 1
think when we lelt, set four years for her
return which will elapze in September, but
she says if your family movez here zhe shall
never go bark. She says if you know when you

Mahn Sears either died or migrated elsewhere, leav-
ing Mra, Maria Louisa Sears to manage his farm. In
1857 David Sears moved o Wiscongin, and both he
and Thomas prospered. Three years later their real
and personal property totaled £7.030 and 26,663 pe-
spectively, Manuseript Federsl Census for the State
of Wiseonsin, 1860, Creen County, Mount Plessant
township, 172, 174

*Thomas was probably referring to the winter of
1544 when he traveled o Gﬁrr@:iu, where he worked
us a millwright, and returned o Maine in the spring.
Hizstory of (rreen Coungy, 1010,
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are well off vou will stay where you are but
is still very anxious for you 1o come. | some-
times tell her 1 believe T must follow suit and
zell out and go somewhere else. She quickly
puts her veto on that saving that she should
never find another place that seemed like
home. and | dare say she would not exchange
hier siluation lo go to any place she was ever
in.

New Ehglulu‘] people are flocking in this
spring faster than ever. Four men from Maine
bought oul residents in thiz vicinity lately.
Two more young men were here from Oxford
County a week or two sinee and last night
some New Hamshire men were here trying
to rent a part of my house. Every house,
shanly, or empty [hut?] iz occupied (mv
old cabin ameng the rest)’® and people are
obliged to push on further for chances to stop.
Land has risen within six months at least one

third and plenty of buyers. Wild land to im.
proved farms (without buildings of any con.
sequence) are selling from five to twelve
dollars per acre. Stock of all kinds is mon-
strous considering the cost of raising. Cows
are from 20 to 35 dollars, oxen from 70 to
120), horses fair to good 100 to 150. Prices of
produce in market are a fraction lower than
they were. Butter 1214, eggs not worth taking
te market so we just fall o and erucify them
ourselves. I will send Sarah a recipe for mak-
ing Wisconsin cake which she may try if she
can afford the eggs, but as Adaline has not
returned from meeting yet [ shall have to wait
for the deseription . . .

“In the winter of 1854-1855 the first school in
district mumber eight met in Thomas Sears log
cabin. History of Green Connty, 997



