
Phyllis Rose (Voegeli) Koch

MADISON—Phyllis Rose (Voegeli) Koch, 93, of Madison, Wis., 
passed away peacefully Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Madison, after a sudden illness.

She was born Dec. 9, 1925, in Monroe, Wis. to Emil and Christie 
(Lemon) Voegeli, younger sister to Paul and Marian. Phyllis spent 
a happy childhood in Monticello, Wis. After graduating from 
Monticello High School as one of 15 students in her Senior class, 
she earned a degree from the La Crosse State Teachers College 
and was hired as a physical education teacher in the Green Bay 
public schools.

She married the love of her life, W. Robert “Bob” Koch on Nov. 18, 
1950, in Madison where they made their home together for 64 
years and raised three children, William, James, and Ellen. She was a devoted wife to Bob, 
supporting his career and spending wonderful times with their mutual friends. Travel was also 
something Phyllis and Bob enjoyed together. Family life and loving devotion to her children 
was a fundamental component of her life, which extended to her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren later in life.

Phyllis was fully engaged in life in Madison, a city she loved. Her community involvement 
included, among other things, years of volunteer work at St. Mary’s Hospital and 20 years as 
an Angel at Attic Angel Association through which she formed enduring friendships while 
volunteering her skills.

She was a true sports enthusiast, as both participant and fan. She enjoyed her golf league at 
Blackhawk Country Club where she was a long-time member, and was an accomplished 
bowler, playing on leagues throughout her life. As a sports fan, she looked forward to the start 
of Badger football and basketball every year and watched with a keen eye and knowledge of 
the game.

Phyllis was admired for her quick mind and as a great conversationalist. She had the ability to 
converse with intelligence, relevance, and humor with family, friends and acquaintances from 
all generations. She kept mentally sharp playing bridge weekly, reading books on a daily basis, 
knitting, and by completing 1,000-piece puzzles regularly, among other hobbies.

Phyllis could be counted on to be on time and looking her best and brought a dynamic 
presence that will be greatly missed.

She is survived by her children, Bill, Jim (Rebecca Hunt), and Ellen (John) Franzini; 
grandchildren, Emily (Steven Hamm) Koch, Brandon (Claire) Koch, and Ella Koch, Susan 
Franzini, and Paul (Sarah) Franzini; and three great-grandchildren, Madeline Hamm, Miles 
Koch and Evie Koch. Phyllis is further survived by nephews and nieces.

Phyllis was preceded in death by her loving husband, Bob; and her dear grandson, Michael 
Franzini.



A funeral service will be held at Cress Funeral Home, 3610 Speedway Road, Madison, on 
Thursday, Oct. 10, 2019, at 11 a.m. with visitation beginning at 10 a.m. Fr. Bart Timmerman 
will be presiding. A luncheon will be served immediately following the service.


